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VENTNOR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December  I960. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Ventnor  Urban~Di strict  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  for  the  year  I960  in 
accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

STATISTICS 


General 

The  year  i960  was  the  wettest  on  record  and  apart 
from  spoiling  the  summer,  flooding  caused  widespread 
damage  in  October. 

Vital 


As  if  to  accent  the  expected  trend,  the  live  birth¬ 
rate  fell  and  the  death  rate  rose.  Although  the  infant 
mortality  rate  was  up,  it  was  still  well  below  the 
national  level. 

Causes  of  Death 


The  national  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due 
to  coronary  heart  disease  and  cancer  of  the  lung  continued 
this  year  but  was  not  evident  locally. 

Dor  the  second  year  running  there  were  two  accidental 
deaths.  In  England  and  Wales  deaths  from  accidents 
involving  motor  vehicles  numbered  6,641  and  there  were  7? 028 
deaths  from  accidents  in  the  home.  The  not  inconsiderable 
efforts  made  by  national  and  local  bodies  to  curb  this 
largely  unnecessary  and  increasing  mortality  have  failed. 
Reliance  has  been  on  health  education  so  other  steps  should 
be  considered. 

Legislation  involving  stiffer  penalties  for  traffic 
contraventions  and  prescribing  standards  of  safety  in  the 
home  is  urgently  needed.  The  Council  are  to  be  commended 
on  their  ready  and  speedy  response  to  a  request  to  erect 
a  suitably  worded  notice  at  the  two  dangerous  corners 
flanking  the  old  persons’  home,  St.  Lawrence  Dene. 

Deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  continue  to  be 
fewer  and  there  was  only  one  recorded. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  influenza  and  indeed  deaths 
from  this  cause  registered  in  the  country  during  the  whole 
of  i960  totalled  1,098,  the  lowest  number  this  century. 

Nor  were  any  deaths  attributable  to  the  childhood 
infectious  diseases. 

Again  I’m  glad  to  record  no  maternal  death. 


(i) 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 


Cervical  adenitis,  affecting  young  and  old  alike,  causal 
organism  unknown,  was  widespread  in  the  Island  throughout  the 
year. 


There  were  only  10  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified, 
the  lowest  number  recorded  for  more  than  10  years. 

A  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  Island  in  June  and 
July  and  again  in  October.  The  results,  published  elsewhere, 
clearly  indicate  the  value  of  this  service  to  the  community. 

Pour  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified. 
The  Chest  Physician,  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the 
District  Medical  Officers  held  a  meeting  on  tuberculosis 
services  at  the  Royal  Rational  Hospital  in  June  and  October. 

Ro  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  for  the  fifth 
successive  year  and  that  this  is  due,  in  the  main,  to  the 
protection  afforded  by  vaccination,  is  now  accepted.  A 
polio  vaccination  campaign  was  held  in  the  late  spring  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  the  percentage  of  children  and  young 
persons  up  to  the  age  of  18  years  who  were  vaccinated  was 
92.8fo. 


Venereal  disease,  especially  among  teenagers,  is  on 
the  increase  and  a  cause  of  national  concern.  One  indirect 
cause  of  this  is  the  new  wonder  antibiotics.  It  often  seems 
the  way  of  things  that  the  solving  of  one  problem  creates 
another.  Prevention  of  this  eternal  disease  is  a  truly 
Herculean  task.  Sad  to  relate  that  notices  of  time  and 
place  for  treatment  supplied  by  the  County  Council  and 
erected  in  the  public  conveniences  have  been  torn  down. 

The  Medical  Research  Council  made  the  surprising 
report  that  sewage  contamination  of  bathing  beaches  was 
not  a  health  hazard.  Our  national  standard  of  cleanliness 
alone  should  ensure  that  every  effort  is  made  to  prevent 
contamination.  Rone,  I  am  sure,  would  elect  to  bathe  in 
sewage . 

In  August  a  report  was  received  from  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Wandsworth  cf  4  cases  of  paratyphoid  B.  fever, 
two  of  the  patients  having  stayed  recently  in  Ventnor.  An 
investigation  at  the  hotel  indicated  that  the  water  supply 
was  suspect  and  a  form  of  contamination  was  confirmed  by 
laboratory  reports.  The  water  tanks  were  cleaned  and 
sterilised  and  further  samples  showed  the  water  to  be  pure. 
Specimens  taken  from  the  staff  contained  no  pathogens.  In 
the  meantime,  it  had  been  discovered  that  two  of  the  patients 
concerned  were,  in  fact,  carriers  and  the  disease  had  been 
brought  to  and  not  contracted  in  Ventnor. 

A  suspected  case  of  diphtheria  in  a  crowded  guest  house 
fortunately  turned  out  to  be  a  case  of  glandular  fever. 

Royal  Rational  Hospital,  Ventnor. 

In  June  this  year,  the  Minister’s  decision  to  close  the 
hospital  was  made  public,  the  suggested  date  being  July  1962. 
The  Education  Committee  of  the  County  Council  have  proposed 
to  the  Minister  of  Education  that  the  premises  might  be  used 
for  a  teacher  training  college.  The  matter  is  still  in 
abeyance . 
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Removal  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  Section  47 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Welfare  Housing 

A  handicapped  person  was  re -housed  and  special 
equipment  provided  in  a  way  that  reflected  credit  upon 
the  efforts  of  an  individual  Councillor,  the  health 
Committee  and  the  County  Council. 

Health  Education 


As  mentioned,  the  poliomyelitis  campaign  was  highly 
successful.  Local  efforts  added  to  the  Island-wide 
publicity  given  to  the  visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

Three  talks  on  health  subjects  were  given. 

Conferences  and  Courses 


I  attended  two  courses  during  the  year.  The  first 
in  February  on  Health  Education  held  by  the  Central  Council 
for  Health  Education  in  London  and  the  second  in  October  on 
Civil  Defence  at  Sunningdale .  Both  were  well  worthwhile. 

New  Legislation 


The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960, 
issued  with  Model  Standards  for  licence  conditions  applies  to 
caravan  sites,  with  certain  specified  exceptions.  It  allows 
greater  control  by  Local  and  Town  Planning  Authorities  and 
efforts  are  being  made  to  reach  uniformity  throughout  the 
Island. 

The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960,  makes  noise  or  vibration, 
with  various  exceptions,  a  statutory  nuisance  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  As  to  what  constitutes  a  noise 
nuisance  and  the  permissible  defence,  make  me  look  forward  with 
interest  to  see  the  number  of  cases  taken  under  this  Act  and 
the  outcome. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  I960,  transfer 
from  the  Local  Authority  to  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority  the 
issuing  of  dealers’  licences,  except  for  a  few  kinds  granted 
by  the  Ministry.  The  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council,  which  is 
the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority,  in  issuing  a  licence,  should  be 
satisfied  that  the  applicant's  arrangements  and  processes  for 
the  production,  handling,  treatment,  storage  and  distribution 
of  milk,  as  the  case  may  be,  are  such  as  to  comply  with  all 
relevant  provisions  contained  in  any  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  and  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations, 
including  the  new  regulations.  In  my  opinion,  they  should 
be  satisfied  only  with  a  report  by  a  qualified  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  this  Council  has  expressed  concern  over  the 
new  arrangements. 

Staff 

There  were  no  staff  changes  during  the  year. 
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STATISTICS 


! .  GENERAL 


Total  hours  of  sunshine  during  I960 
Total  rainfall  during  I960 
Area  in  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  31/3/61) 
Rateable  value  (at  3l/3/60) 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (1959/60) 

2.  VITAL 


Population  (Registrar  General's  estimate) 


1 9 710.0  hours 

53.40  inches 

3,562 

1,917 

£109,284 

£435 


6,460 


Births 


M  P  Total 


Number  of  live  legitimate  births  31  28 

Number  of  live  illegitimate  births  1  2 

Live  birth  rate  for  1,000  of  estimated 
resident  population 
Comparative  factor  (births) 

Comparative  birth  rate 

Live  birth  rate  for  1,000  in  England  and  Wales 
Number  of  legitimate  stillbirths  1  1 

Number  of  illegitimate  stillbirths 
Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths 

Total  live  and  still  births 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 
total  live  births 


59 

3 

9.6 

1.08 

10.4 

17.1 

2 


31.3 

64 

4.83 


Deaths 


Total  number  of  deaths  56  54 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of 
estimated  resident  population 
Comparative  factor  (deaths) 

Comparative  death  rate 

Death  rate  in  England  and  Vfales 

Number  of  deaths  of  legitimate 

infants  Linder  one  year  of  age  1 

Number  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 
infants  under  one  .year  of  age 
Death  rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000 
live  births 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants 
per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Infant  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales) 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  for  1,000  live  births 
Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
live  births 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births 
Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births 


110 

17.0 

0.73 

12.4 

11.5 


1 


16.1 

17.0 

Nil 

21.9 

Nil 

Nil 

31.25 

Nil 


Nil 
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CAUSES  OE  DEATH 


Male 


Eemale 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria  . . 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 
Malignant  neoplasm  -  stomach  .. 

n  "  -  lung  and  bronchus 

M  ”  -  breast 

”  11  -  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes  . 


s 


Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease ,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  . 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . 

Ini luenza  « •  »  »  •  •  ««  » • 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Uephritis,  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 

Suicide  . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 


s 


1 


56  (55)  54  (54) 


In  ote ;  Figures  for  1959  are  entered  in  brackets. 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious 

and  Other  Diseases 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

I  Total  1 

| Deaths  j 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

!  -  ! 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

- 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

f  “ 

“ 

(Paralytic ) 
Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

(Non-paralytic ) 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

*- 

Measles 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal 

— 

— 

infection 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

Acute  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

(post  infectious) 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

(respiratory ) 
Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

— 

(meninges  &  C.N0S.) 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (other) 

1 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1 

— 

Age  at  date  of  notification 
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FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS  -  None  notified 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  -  From  the  weekly  returns 

of  head  teachers 


German  measles  38 
Chickenpox  8 
Measles  1 
Mumps  1 
Influenza  and 

influenzal  colds  3 
Impetigo  1 
Scarlet  fever  1 


Streptococcal  Throat  1 

54 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Periods 

Total 

New 
Pulm . 

M.  F. 

Cases 

Non -Pulm . 

M.  F. 

Total 

Deaths 
Pulm.  Non- 

M.  F.  M. 

Pulm . 

F. 

Under 

1 

1  and 

under  5 

— 

5  " 

"  10 

1 

••m  wtrm 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

10  " 

"  15 

15  " 

"  20 

20  " 

"  25 

25  " 

"  35 

3 

3 

35  " 

"  45 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

45  " 

u  55 

55  " 

"  65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

—  — 

— 

65  " 

"  75 

1 

1 

75  and 

over 

- 

x  8 

7 

- 

1 

1 

1 

-  - 

- 

x  This  number  includes  4  transfers  from  the  mainland. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT ,  1944 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  I960  26 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be 

positive  for  Tubercle  Bacillus 
Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella 
Abortus  was  isolated 
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VENTNOR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Salisbury  Gardens, 
Ventnor,  I.W. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ventnor  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  and  I  am 
indebted  to  Dr.  J.D.  Russell  for  the  privilege  of 
presenting  this  section  of  his  report. 

The  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  are  now 
mainly  the  advancement  of  standards  achieved  in  previous 
years.  Whilst  not  so  spectacular  as  the  remedying  of 
the  gross  nuisances  of  the  past,  the  work  is  no  less 
important  but,  because  the  results  are  gradual,  it  often 
goes  unremarked.  Epidemics  are  news,  good  health  is  not. 

It  is  not  sufficient  merely  to  remedy  bad  practices  as  they 
occur.  Every  opportunity  must  be  taken  of  demonstrating 
the  advantages  of  good  hygiene  in  all  matters  to  the 
public  generally  as  well  as  business  interests. 

In  comparatively  recent  years  a  wide  variety  of  foods 
were  sold  direct  from  open  containers  in  shops,  meat  was 
exposed  for  sale  from  open-fronted  shops  and  on  unprotected 
stalls  and  raw  milk  was  measured  by  dippers  from  churns 
carried  on  open  horse-drawn  carts.  The  pre -packing  of 
food  at  factories  and  the  pasteurisation  and  bottling  of 
milk  in  dairies  now  gives  protection  against  contamination, 
and  refrigeration  can  ensure  that  sound  food  is  retained 
in  a  satisfactory  condition.  But  despite  these  advances, 
lack  of  thought  and  carelessness  can  result  in  unseen 
risks  to  health.  The  insertion  of  spiked  labels  into 
pre-packed  foods,  especially  meat  products,  in  addition 
to  destroying  the  protection  can  introduce  bacteria. 

The  practice  of  displaying  meat  pies  and  similar  commodities 
in  windows  which  receive  the  full  heat  of  the  sun  and, 
perhaps  even  worse,  the  habit  of  replacing  unsold  food  in 
the  refrigerator  at  night  and  bringing  it  out  for  display 
again  the  next  day,  can  result  in  the  growth  of  both 
pathogenic  and  spoilage  organisms  in  the  food.  It  cannot 
be  over-emphasised  that  wide  variations  in  temperature, 
especially  in  made-up  foods,  are  most  dangerous. 

Standards  of  housing  accommodation  have  also  risen 
over  the  years.  The  term  ’’slum  clearance",  which  to  many 
people  conjures  up  a  picture  of  overcrowded  terraces  of 
small  houses  lacking  in  all  privacy  and  facilities,  is 
today  applied  to  obsolete  or  unfit  houses  which  cannot 
be  brought  up  to  modern  standards. 

The  very  wide  difference  between  the  definition  of 
an  unfit  and  a  fit  house  is  not  generally  appreciated. 

To  be  regarded  as  unfit  a  house  must  be  "so  far  defective 
in  one  or  more  of  the  following  matters  -  repair,  stability, 
freedom  from  damp,  natural  lighting,  ventilation,  water 
supply,  drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences,  and  facilities 
for  the  storage,  preparation  and  cooking  of  food  -  that  it 
is  not  reasonably  suitable  for  habitation  in  that  condition." 
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Compare  this  with  the  standard  for  a  fit  house  which 
has  "been  improved  with  the  aid  of  an  Improvement  Grant. 

It  must  be  in  a  good  state  of  repair  and  substantially 
free  from  damp;  have  each  room  properly  lighted  and 
ventilated;  have  an  adequate  supply  of  water  laid  on 
inside  the  dwelling;  be  provided  with  efficient  and 
adequate  means  of  supplying  hot  water  for  domestic 
purposes;  have  an  internal  or  otherwise  readily  accessible 
water  closet;  have  a  fixed  bath  or  shower  in  a  separate 
room;  be  provided  with  a  sink  or  sinks  and  with  suitable 
arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water;  have  a 
proper  drainage  system;  be  provided  in  each  room  with 
adequate  points  for  gas  or  electric  lighting;  be  provided 
with  adequate  facilities  for  heating;  have  satisfactory 
facilities  for  storing,  preparing  and  cooking  food;  and 
have  proper  provision  for  the  storage  of  fuel  where  required. 

It  will  be  realised  that  although  some  properties  in  a 
district  can  immediately  be  classified  as  unfit  a  large 
number  must  fall  between  the  two  definitions  -  not  so  bad 
as  to  be  unfit,  but  certainly  far  from  the  standard  of 
accommodation  which  is  expected  today.  Public  health  and 
living  standards  will  always  rise  and  it  is  not 
unreasonable  to  assume  that  when  the  majority  of  the  unfit 
houses  in  the  country  have  been  dealt  with  the  demand  will 
be  for  all  houses  to  comply  with  the  higher  standard,  that 
of  fitness.  A  long  term  policy  must,  therefore,  be  adopted 
in  order  that  at  some  future  date  we  are  not  confronted  with 
the  problem  of  large  areas  of  mixed  fit  and  unfit  houses. 

The  Improvement  Grant  scheme  was  introduced  to  save  those 
houses  which  were  sound  but  lacked  modern  amenities,  but  the 
reluctant  owner  or  tenant  can  nullify  the  efforts  of 
adjoining  owners  to  improve  an  area  and  because  of  this  the 
suggestion  has  been  made  that  local  authorities  should  have 
the  power  to  enforce  the  improvement  of  houses  and  not  merely 
their  repair.  Schemes  of  urban  renewal  to  include  the 
re-planning  of  services  and  facilities  would  appear  to  be  the 
future  method  of  preserving  both  existing  towns  and  the 
surrounding  countryside. 

The  report  and  statistics  which  follow  show  some  of  the 
many  facets  of  public  health  work  today.  Figures  alone  cannot 
give  the  full  story  and  additional  facts  and  comment  where 
thought  desirable  appear  in  the  various  sections  of  the 
report . 

In  conclusion,  I  would  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  given  by  the  members  of  the  Council  and  of  the 
co-operation  of  the  other  officers  of  the  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
F.R.  WILL  IMS. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OE  THE  AREA 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits 


Public  Health  Act  345 
Public  Health  Act  re-inspections  203 
Housing  Act  130 
Housing  Act  re-inspections  81 
Caravans  42 
Rent  Act  4 
Applications  for  Council  housing  48 
Meat  Inspection  at  slaughterhouse  80 
Pood  premises  337 
Shops  Act  2 
Factories  Act  3 
Clean  Air  Act  2 
Infestations  20 
Infectious  disease  30 
Miscellaneous ,  interviews,  etc.  148 


1,475 


Complaints 

One  hundred  and  thirteen  complaints  as  under  were 
received  and  dealt  withu- 


Rats  and  mice 

30 

Insect  pests 

23 

Housing  defects 

30 

Drainage 

20 

Refuse 

3 

Pood 

5 

Miscellane ous 

2 

113 


Statutory  Notices 

Served 


Complied 

(including  notices 
served  in  previous  year) 


Public  Health  Act, 
do. 
do . 


Section  39 
Section  93 
Section  138 


1 

1 


1 

3 

1 


Informal  Notices 


Complied 

Served  (including  notices 

served  in  previous  year 


Public  Health  Act 

28 

27 

Housing  Acts 

2 

2 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act 

6 

14 

Slaughterhouses  Act 

1 

Water  Supply 


(a)  Public  Supply 

The  Urban  Pistrict  is  supplied  by  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Water  Board  from  the  following  sources:- 


(id 


(a)  A  deop  well  in  the  Waterworks,  Mitchell  Avenue, 

V entn or ; 

(b)  A  supply  of  surface  water  from  the  railway  tunnel  $ 

(c)  A  spring  at  Wroxall ; 

(d)  Two  springs  at  St,  Lawrence. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  but  not  filtered  and  is  not 
liable  to  have  plumbo -solvent  action.  Supplies  were 
satisfactory  in  quantity  and,  except  when  contaminated 
by  flood  water,  quality  during  the  year. 

The  sampling  of  water  at  source  and  during  treatment 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Water  Board.  Copies  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  reports  are  supiolied  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  results  obtained  during 
the  year  s  - 


Grade 

Untreated  Water 

Treated  Water 

Satisfactory 

49 

55 

Suspicious 

15 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

47 

6 

In  addition,  of  11  samples  taken  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  from  domestic  and  public  supply  points  in  the 
district,  10  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory  and  1 
suspicious.  One  sample  taken  from  a  kitchen  tap  supplied 
from  an  outside  storage  tank  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory 
and  the  owner  complied  with  a  request  to  provide  a  supply 
direct  from  the  rising  main. 

Flooding  due  to  heavy  rain  over  the  whole  of  the 
Island  occurred  on  the  1st  October  and  caused  contamination 
of  the  water  supplies.  The  County  Medical  Officer 
immediately  advised  the  boiling  of  all  water  before  use  for 
drinking  or  cooking,  and  supplies  to  public  drinking  taps 
in  the  district  were  cut  off  until  the  supply  was  restored 
to  normal.  The  Water  Board  was  given  assistance  in  sampling 
the  water  in  the  district  and  first  reports  from  the 
Laboratory  on  the  4th  October  showed  that,  although  the 
Ventnor  and  St.  Lawrence  supplies  were  satisfactory,  the 
Wroxall  supply  was  heavily  contaminated.  In  addition,  the 

railway  tunnel  was  flooded  and  the  surface  supply  had  to  be 
pumped  to  waste.  The  recommendation  to  boil  water  was 
withdrawn  on  the  4th  October  except  for  the  Wroxall  area 
and  sampling  was  concentrated  on  that  area  until  the  6th 
October  when  the  restriction  was  finally  lifted  after  the 
receipt  of  satisfactory  reports  from  the  Laboratory. 

The  6  unsatisfactory  samples  of  treated  water  were  all 
taken  after  flooding.  As  was  to  be  expected,  subsequent 
reports  on  the  untreated  water  supplies  showed  increased 
contamination  and  this  had  to  be  corrected  by  increasing 
the  chlorine  dosage. 

An  investigation  of  another  matter  at  one  hotel  during 
the  year  revealed  that  a  number  of  persons  had  complained 
of  illness  after  drinking  water  which  was  supplied  through 
storage  tanks.  Samples  of  the  water  were  unsatisfactory 
but  after  the  cleaning  and  sterilisation  of  the  tanks  and 
pipes,  further  samples  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory  and 
no  further  cases  of  illness  were  reported.  Water  storage 
tanks  should  be  cleaned  and  sterilised  annually  and  it  is 
essential  that  the  tanks  be  covered  to  prevent  birds  and 
dirt  gaining  entry  to  the  water. 
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The  public  mains  supply  water  direct  to  1906  dwelling 
houses  with  a  population  of  6,434.  No  houses  are  supplied 
hy  means  of  stand-pipes. 

No  sample  of  water  was  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis . 


(b )  Private  .Supplies 

Eleven  dwelling  houses  have  private  supplies  of  water 
from  springs  or  wells.  Eighteen  samples  were  taken  from 
6  supplies  during  the  year.  Two  sources  were  satisfactory, 
one  became  satisfactory  after  reverting  to  an  original 
spring  supply,  one  required  adjustment  of  the  chlorination 
plant,  and  the  remaining  two  were  being  kept  under 
observation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Pr ivate  Swimming  P o  o 1 


There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  or  bathing  pools 
in  the  district.  The  Ventnor  Secondary  Modern  School 
has  a  pool  the  water  for  which  is  obtained  from  the  main 
water  supply  and  is  hand  dosed  with  chlorine  daily,  twice 
on  bright  sunny  days.  The  pool  was  emptied  during  the  summer 
holidays  and  was  not  used  again  during  the  year. 

Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  summer, 
two  of  which  were  unsatisfactory  because  of  the  presence  of 
Bact.  coli  I.  These  results  again  show  that  despite  the 
careful  attention  given  by  the  staff,  the  present  method 
of  chlorination  is  not  satisfactory.  A  high  standard  of 
purity  is  most  desirable  particularly  in  a  pool  which  is 
used  for  the  instruction  of  school  children. 

Children's  Paddling  Pool 


A  popular  feature  of  the  Eastern  Esplanade  is  the 
paddling  pool,  a  shallow  concrete  tank  with  a  relief  model 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  the  centre. 

The  pool  is  emptied  and  re -filled  daily  with  water  from 
the  Cascade,  a  natural  spring  which  is,  unfortunately,  not 
pure.  To  counteract  this  the  water  is  chlorinated,  and 
experiments  and  frequent  sampling  during  the  summer  showed 
that  the  best  results  were  obtained  by  an  initial  dose  of 
chlorine  when  the  pool  was  filled,  followed  by  further 
dosing  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  afternoon. 

Thirty-five  samples  of  the  water  were  examined  by  the 
chloroscope  method,  all  except  two  of  which  showed  free 
chlorine  present.  In  addition  five  samples  were  examined 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  one  being  satisfactory, 
one  suspicious  and  three  unsatisfactory  when  compared  with 
the  standard  for  drinking  water. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  refuse  collection  and  disposal  service  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Surveyor  and  a  weekly  collection  of 
domestic  refuse  was  maintained,  Disposal  is  by  controlled 
tipping  in  an  old  lime  quarry  and  regular  spraying  with 
insecticide  and  treatment  to  prevent  rodent  infestation 
ensures  that  nuisance  is  kept  to  a  minimum. 
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During  the  summer  the  use  of  paper  sacks  for  refuse 
storage  was  tried  hy  some  hotel  keepers.  This  system 
has  much  to  commend  it,  especially  during  the  holiday 
season  when  refuse  bins  tend  to  get  overfull  and  attract 
flies  and  other  pests.  If  experiments  now  being  carried 
out  in  other  districts  prove  successful,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  not  only  hotels  but  all  types  of  food  premises  will 
consider  changing  to  this  system  -  a  change  which  would 
not  only  result  in  cleaner  premises,  but  would  also  ensure 
a  more  hygenic  method  of  collection  than  that  at  present 
in  operation. 

The  private  householder  too  could  benefit  from 
this  system.  Only  actual  trials  will  show  if  the  cost 
of  such  an  improved  storage,  collection  and  disposal 
system  is  higher  than  the  present  method,  but  cost 
should  not  be  the  prime  consideration  where  hygiene  is 
concerned. 


Sewerage 

The  contours  of  the  urban  district,  varying  as  they 
do  from  sea  level  to  450  feet  in  the  developed  parts  of  a 
large  area,  make  it  impossible  to  provide  a  central 
sewage  disposal  works.  The  inland  village  of  Wroxall 
is  sewered  to  a  small  treatment  works,  the  effluent 
from  which  discharges  to  a  stream.  Bonchurch,  at  the 
eastern  end  of  the  district,  is  mainly  served  by  septic  tanks 
and  cesspools  except  for  one  private  sewer  which  has  a 
sea  outfall.  At  the  western  end,  St.  Lawrence  is  served  by 
cesspools  or  small  treatment  plants,  whilst  the  sewage  from 
the  town  area  of  Ventnor  is  discharged  to  the  sea  from 
four  outfalls. 

The  Council  operate  a  cesspool  emptying  service  and 
no  major  schemes  for  the  alteration  of  the  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  systems  are  proposed. 

Only  one  complaint  of  pollution  of  the  sea  by  sewage 
was  received  during  the  year,  but  this  was  most  probably 
due  to  a  freak  of  the  tide  and  wind  as  on  inspection  no 
pollution  was  observed. 

Infestations 

During  the  year  23  complaints  were  made  to  the 
department  of  infestations,  mainly  of  flies  and  wasps. 
Treatment  of  the  infested  premises  by  insecticides  was 
effective . 

Rodent  Control 

A  Joint  Committee  on  which  all  the  Isle  of  Wight 
authorities  are  represented  is  responsible  for  rodent 
destruction  duties  over  the  whole  of  the  Island.  During 
the  year  205  treatments  for  rats  and  mice  were  carried 
out  and,  in  addition,  663  premises  were  subjected  to 
routine  inspection. 

As  a  result  of  a  decision  to  terminate  the  Rodent 
Destruction  Joint  Committee  on  the  31st  March  1961,  the 
Council  gave  consideration  to  various  methods  of  continuing 
this  statutory  service  and  decided  to  employ  its  own  rodent 
operative.  Arrangements  were  being  made  at  the  end  of  the 
year  for  the  duties  to  be  taken  over  on  1st  April  1961. 
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Housing 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  represented  under  Section  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 


Nil 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made 


Nil 


Number  of  undertakings  to  carry  out 
repairs  accepted 


Nil 


Number  of  houses  demolished 


4 


Number  of  premises  made  fit  as  a  result 
of  undertakings  given  by  the  owner 


1 


Number  of  premises  made  fit  as  a  result  of 
informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
officers 


27 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1960s- 


By  local  authority  Nil 
By  private  builders  11 


Slum  Clearance  Programme 


The  Council’s  first  five-year  slum  clearance  programme, 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
in  1955?  was  completed  during  I960.  The  programme,  as 
amended,  comprised  11  houses  of  which  7  were  demolished, 

3  were  made  fit  and  a  Closing  Order  is  operative  on  the 
remaining  house . 

In  addition  to  this  programme,  since  1955  a  further 
18  houses  have  been  represented  to  the  Council  as  unfit 
and  of  these  1  has  been  demolished,  5  are  the  subject  to 
Closing  Orders,  9  have  been  made  fit  and,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  work  to  make  fit  the  remaining  3  houses  was  in 
progress . 

As  a  result  of  the  Minister’s  circular,  the  Council 
decided  to  deal  with  a  further  17  unfit  properties  during 
the  next  five  years. 


Improvement  Grants 


During  the  year  12  applications  for  discretionary 
grants  and  10  for  standard  grants  were  approved  by  the 
Council . 


Rent  Act 


One  application  was  received  for  a  Certificate  of 
Disrepair  which  was  issued. 


Council  Housing 


The  Council  own  210  houses  and  flats.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  there  were  50  applicants  for  housing  on  the 
Council  list  of  whom  only  4  were  priority  cases. 
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Caravan  Sites 


Two  small  sites  in  the  urban  district  are  used  for 
the  stationing  of  caravans  for  holiday  occupation  only 
and,  in  addition,  three  individual  caravans  are  used  for 
this  purpose.  42  visits  were  made  to  caravan  sites  and 
certain  improvements  recommended,  but  no  nuisances  or  other 
matters  requiring  official  action  were  noted. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  came 
into  operation  during  the  year  and  meetings  were  held 
between  members  and  officials  of  the  various  Island  authorities 
to  agree  a  general  standard  for  all  the  caravan  sites  on  the 
Island.  At  the  end  of  the  year  applications  for  site 
licences  were  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Council  and 
the  Planning  Authority. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

Within  the  urban  district  there  is  one  slaughterhouse 
with  attached  bacon  and  meat  products  factory  and  no  animals 
other  than  pigs  are  slaughtered  there.  During  the  year 
80  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouse  and  2,097  pigs 
inspected.  223  animals  were  found  to  be  affected  with 
some  disease  or  condition  resulting  in  the  rejection  of 
1  ton  8  cwtSo  71  lbs.  of  meat  and  offal.  In  August  the 
carcases  and  offals  of  11  pigs  were  rejected  for  acute 
fever  and  specimens  were  sent  for  laboratory  examination 
by  the  Veterinary  Inspector.  Swine  fever  was  later 
confirmed  on  the  farm  where  the  pigs  were  produced. 

All  unfit  meat  was  stained  and  utilised  in  the  by¬ 
products  plant  attached  to  the  factory. 

Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and 

condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 

Pigs 


Number  killed  2,097 

Number  inspected  2,097 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  and  cystercerci; - 

Whole  carcases  condemned  16 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  117 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  which  were 
affected  with  disease  other  than  tuberculosis 
or  cysterceroi  6.3 

Tuberculosis  only; - 

Whole  carcases  condemned  2 

Carcases  of  which  some  organ  or  part  was  condemned  88 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 

with  tuberculosis  4.2 

Cysticercosis ; - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration 
Generalised  and  totally  condemned 
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Cost  of  Meat  Inspection 


An  exchequer  grant  was  made  to  those  authorities 
who  inspect  meat  at  slaughterhouses  in  excess  of  their 
estimated  requirements  and  for  the  financial  year  ended 
31st  March  I960  this  Council  received  £55.  -  6« 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 


The  licences  of  five  slaughtermen  were  renewed. 
Slaughterhouse  Report 

The  Council  issued  their  report  on  slaughterhouse 
requirements  and  facilities  on  the  22nd  July  I960  after 
consultation  with  the  trade  and  the  other  local  authorities 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

The  Council  considered  that,  as  at  present,  the  main 
slaughtering  facilities  were  best  sited  at  Newport  with  its 
cattle  market  and  letter  communications  with  the  other 
Island  towns  and  the  mainland,  and  that  the  slaughterhouse 
attached  to  the  Bacon  Factory  within  the  Ventnor  Urban 
District  should  continue  to  be  restricted  to  the  slaughter 
of  pigs.  The  recommended  date  for  the  Construction  Regulations 
to  apply  in  the  District  was  1st  January  1962. 

No  representations  against  the  report  were  received  and 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  later  accepted 
the  report. 

In  December,  however,  the  Directors  of  the  Bacon  Factory 
announced  that  they  intended  to  close  the  factory  on  the 
31st  December  I960  in  view  of  the  acute  scarcity  of  bacon  pigs 
and  the  lack  of  any  indications  that  there  would  be  an  increase 
in  bacon  pig  numbers. 

List  of  Food  Premises 


Bakehouses  4 
Butchers  6 
Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  Kiosks  45 
Sugar  confectioners  11 
Flour  confectioners  6 
Dairies  2 
Fishmongers  3 
Fried  fish  shops  3 
Grocers  27 
Greengrocers  8 
Licenced  premises  (other  than 

private  hotel  licences)  23 
Meat  products  and  Bacon  Factory  1 
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Food  Premises  by  Type  Registered 
under-  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955° 

Registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  creams-  Number  Inspections 


Grocers 

16 

21 

Confectioners 

8 

17 

Cafes,  etc. 

23 

33 

Kiosks 

13 

13 

Fishmongers 

2 

9 

62  93 
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Number  Inspections 


Registered  for  the  preparation  of  Sausages : - 
Butchers  3 


27 


Registered  for  the  Preservation 

of  Food  (by  cooking) s- 

Grocers 

Pried  fish  shops 
Wholesale  manufacturers 


2 

3 

1 


3 

10 

21 


6  34 


Premises  Registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1939* 

Dairies  2  23 


Unsound  Pood 


Unsound  food  surrendered  for  destruction  included? 


292 

lbs . 

fresh  meat 

94 

lbs . 

tinned  fruit 

267 

lbs . 

tinned  meat 

158 

lbs. 

tinned  vegetables 

31 

lbs . 

miscellaneous  foodstuff 

721 

lbs . 

bacon 

10 

lbs. 

cheese 

70 

lbs . 

wet  fish 

150 

lbs. 

sausages 

All  unsound  food  is  stained  and  disposed  of  on  the 
refuse  tip  or  used  in  the  by-products  plant,  both  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Milk  Supply 

The  following  registrations  and  licences  were  operative 
during  1960:- 


Dairies  2 

Distributors  6 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  pasteurised  milk  8 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  tuberculin 

tested  milk  5 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  sterilised  milk  2 

Holders  of  producer/retailer’s  licence 
to  sell  tuberculin  tested  (farm 
bottled)  milk  2 


Only  designated  milk  is  sold  as  the  Isle  of  Wight 
was  declared  a  specified  area  in  1957. 


Porty-five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  with  the 
following  re suits 


Designation 


M e  thy 1 e n e  Blue 

Test . 

Passed  Railed 


Phosphatase 

Te~st7 

Passed  Failed 


Pasteurised  7 
T.T.  (pasteurised)  5 
Tuberculin  tested  7 
T.T.  (farm  bottled)  15 
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7 

4 


7 

5 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  I960, 
transferred  to  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  as  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority  the  responsibility  for  the 
issue  of  Dealers’  Licences  from  the  1st  January  1961. 
As  requested  by  the  Minister,  the  County  Council  was 
provided  with  all  the  necessary  information  about 
existing  licences. 


Ice  Cream 


Sixty-two  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  sale  of  ice 


cream.  No  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream,  all  supplies  being  obtained  from  the  larger 


manufacturers  on  the  mainland  or  from  a 
manufacturer  in  an  adjoining  district. 
37  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted 
Blue  test  with  the  following  results?- 

whole  sale 

During  the  year 
to  the  Methylene 

Provisional  Grades 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

Pre -packed 

13 

7 

2 

— 

Loose 

4 

6 

3 

2 

17 

13 

5 

2 

The  higher  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  from 
the  loose  supplies  can  usually  be  attributed  to  neglect  to 
cleanse  frequently  the  serving  scoop.  Although  sterilising 
compounds  are  in  general  use,  there  is  a  tendency  to  over¬ 
rate  their  powers.  Conditions  vary  from  day  to  day  and  no 
fixed  rule  can  be  laid  down,  but  if  scoops  are  sterilised 
in  boiling  water  at  the  beginning  of  each  day  and  the 
sterilising  compound  changed  with  reasonable  frequency,  there 
is  no  reason  why  all  samples  should  not  be  in  Grades  I  or  II. 

Food  Sampling 

The  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council, as  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority,  is  responsible  for  sampling  and  I  am  indebted  to 
the  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  following 
information  regarding  samples  taken  during  the  year  ended 
31st  March  1961?- 


Article  Number  taken 


Beef  steak  with  gravy  1 
Cream  of  chicken  soup  1 
Cream  of  mushroom  soup  1 
Cream  rice  milk  pudding  1 
Coffee  milk  chocolate  1 
Influenza  and  cold  mixture  1 
Marmalade  1 
Pork  pie  1 
Steak  and  kidney  pie  1 
Strawberry  jam  1 
Throat  and  catarrh  pastilles  1 
Milk  16 
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One  sample  of  milk  was  deficient  in  fat. 
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Factories  Acts  1937  -  1939 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  healths - 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  he 
enforced  by  local 
authorities 

2 

3 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  local 
authorities 

18 

i  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
local  authorities  (excl. 
out-workers’  premises) 

20 

3 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  founds- 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Referred 

prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were  instituted 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of 

cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

mm 

mm 

_  . 

— 

mm 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

. 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors(S.6) 

mmm 

_ 

Sanitary 

conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

mm 

mm 

mm 

mmm 

mm 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(20) 


Outwork 


Section  110 

Section  111 

No  *  of 

No  o  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

out -workers 

cases  of 

prosecut- 

instances 

in  August 

default 

ions  for 

of  work 

Notices 

Prose- 

Nature 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

in  unwhole- 

served 

cut ions 

of 

required  by 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some 

Work 

Section  110 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

(l)(c) 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Stuffed 

toys 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  (Section  34) 
Number  of  certificates  in  force  1 


(21) 
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